CHURCH HISTORY
Zion Hill First Baptist Church was organized in 1869 as the first church for blacks in this area. The Church had its beginning in a bush harbor on what is now called Water Street In later years; it was moved across the street from its present location. There it was destroyed by wind. Zion Hill First Baptist Church was then established at its present site.
Here again the church played a great part It served as the first school for blacks and as a center for all religious and social activities.
Among the Charter Members of this institution were Mr. Henry Wood, Mr. Charlie Newman, Mr. John Hill, Mr. Will Banks, Mr. Bill Mathis and Mr. Mass Dorsey.
In the early days Circuit Riders - Rev. Lewis West and Rev. Jeff Millner - served the church.
Rev. C. D. Jones came to Zion Hill as the first pastor afterwards Rev. Jerry Davis and Rev. Harper served as pastors. Under the leadership of these men we experienced our first real growth.
This body continued to grow spiritually and materially under the leadership of Rev. A.B. Freeman who pastured the church for twenty years until his death in 1929.
Rev. C. H. Young was called to Zion Hill and served as pastor from 1929 to 1933. Rev. Young made many worthwhile contributions to the church and to the community. He organized the first ushers and re-organized the Baptist Training Union. He had a special interest in the youth of the church and of the community.
In 1933, Rev. B. J. Johnson became Zion Hill's minister. Rev. Johnson, being a young energetic minister, worked hard in our midst. He organized the first choir and brought the first piano into the church, which was played by his wife, Mrs. B. J. Johnson. The imprint of Rev. Johnson is a very impressive part of our church history.
Rev. N. T. Young began to lead the flock in 1938 and served in this capacity for seven years. He was a diligent worker and made many improvements in the organization as well as improvements in the physical conditions of the church. During his leadership our building was renovated and the present front view was built Rev. Young was dedicated to giving his people religious training.
In the next few years, Zion Hill was served by several ministers. Rev. Eddie Griffin served in 1945.   Rev. I.B. Myrick served from 1946-1948, and Rev. H. Hall served from 1948-1950.



In 1950 a very talented young minister, Rev. Julius James, came to Zion Hill. Rev. James brought to us the first planned program of operation. This plan included:
	A centralized treasury
	Quarterly reports of all auxiliaries
	Improved Church day  celebrations
	The first Christmas Day Service
	Church registration

	
He also brought several cultural programs into our church and community. Zion Hill made other renovations including hard wood floors.
Coming to us in 1954 was the Rev. Warren G. Parsons, who served as pastor for six years. During his pastorate, windows were installed, rest rooms were provided in the basement and the Young Matrons Club was organized.
	                           From 1960-1961, Rev. T.M. Webb served as pastor.

In 1961, Rev. Walter M. Brown came to us. Rev. Brown inspired us and through this inspiration we made the following additions:
	Well equipped Sunday School Classrooms in the rear of the church
	Modern bathrooms, kitchen and dining area
	Sunday School classes were named                
	Celebration of Harvest Day
	Thanksgiving Day Services
	Public Address System
	Telephones    
	Installed new windows                                                                                       	              
	Purchased adjoining property and building now used as classrooms 
	Started Communion Service every month
	New Pulpit furniture

	Purchased present piano Installed Baptismal pool
	 Brick veneered church building


Rev. Brown served for twenty years.

In 1981 Rev. Carey N. Ingram was called as pastor, under his leadership the church continued to make great strides and grow.




In September of 1981, Zion Hill moved a step closer to becoming a full time church, by holding services every Sunday. The Baptist Training Union was reorganized in December 1981, and a Sunday school teachers meeting was organized to strengthen Christian education at the church. Under the leadership of Rev. Ingram, Zion Hill started a clothing bank as a way to meet the needs of less fortunate people in the community. In January of 1983, night services began on the Second and Fourth Sundays. Rev. Ingram started our first Watch Night Services. In 1984, the church realized another one of her dreams in that the church was equipped with new pews and accessories. In 1986 the Youth Missionary Organizations were organized under the leadership of
Rev. Ingram.	

In September 1987, Rev. Jimmy Worthy came to Zion Hill to lead the flock. He is a dedicated worker and under his leadership Zion Hill celebrated our first Family and Friends Day, Children's Moment was introduced into the regular morning worship service, a Scholarship fund was started and the Baptist Training Union fellowshipped at the Rockmart nursing home on the first Sunday of each month. Rev. Worthy and his family served for thirteen years.
In August, 2001, Rev. Ramon Arnold was called as Zion Hill's new pastor. Under his leadership, Zion Hill has been blessed a new public address system, and a set of drums to enhance our services. We have also been blessed with a much needed church van. Rev. Arnold has formed the new Praise Team and helped design the Pastor's Aide Committee. Under his leadership Zion Hill has gained two more spiritual leaders. They are Rev. Robert Faine and Evangelist Tabitha Rowland. Our Church Family Thanks God through Jesus Christ for sending Rev. Arnold and his family to us and we look forward to future spiritual growth.
Reverend Ramon Arnold's Leadership
I
In August 2001, Rev. Ramon Arnold Sr. came to Zion Hill First Baptist Church as our new pastor. An innovative, God fearing man of the Gospel has contributed immensely to the spiritual growth and teachings of the members. Under his leadership, a new public address system, a set of drums and a new van were purchased. Reverend Arnold implemented A Praise Team, Leadership Team and Pastor's Aide Committee. Through his knowledge and spiritual teachings, we have witnessed a vast increase in membership and Wednesday Night Bible Study. We have experienced an array of blessings individually and collectively through the body of Christ under the guidance of Pastor Arnold. We continue to thank God for him and his family. It is our prayer that God, through his son, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit continue to lead and guide us through many more anniversaries and we grow stronger in the faith, the Gospel and will of God.


